Quite appropriately?for not only is he an M.D., as well as a K.C.M.G., but an old student of King's also-1-Sir John Cockburn presided on Monday night at the annual festival dinner of King's College Hospital at the Hotel Metropole. In proposing the health of the King he made a felicitous reference to His Majesty's interest in hospital matters. No nobler thought, he said, had ever-come from the heart of a king than the idea of founding the Hospital Fund which bore his name; and, moreover, he was now leading the crusade against those twin scourges of the human race, consumption and cancer.
The gathering was a large and brilliant one, 100 or more guests sitting down to dinner. Some of the arrangements were, however, not quite all that could have been desired : representatives of the press were somewhat inconveniently placed, while some of the guests scarcely seemed to realise that it is difficult to take note of the utterances of a speaker some distance off while unsubdued conversation is going on close at hand.
After mentioning the receipt of letters of regret for absence from Lord Brassey and others, the Chairman rose to propose the toast of the evening?"Success to King These gentlemen having responded, Dr. Wace proposed " The Medical Staff of the Hospital," to which Dr. Tirard replied, after which Mr. Awdrey, the treasurer, proposed the Chairman, and in doing so announced that the result of the dinner so far had been the collection of ?1,850. He had no doubt there was more to come, and he appealed for it very strongly, since they were working for the poor, for science, and for the health of the nation.
